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Parish Council of St. Charles Borromeo, Resurrection, and All Saints 
 

Meeting Minutes:  Sunday, September 18, 2022 
1:00-4:00 PM 

 
NOTE:  Post-meeting updates are highlighted in yellow. 
 
President Deborah Garner called the meeting to order at 1:10, and Bishop Whalen opened with a prayer. 
 
Present were: 

Ex Officio 
Fr Willem Klaver, Pastor 
Fr Oliver Offor, Parochial Vicar 
Fr Thomas Fenlon 
Deacon Kenneth Radcliffe 
Deacon Rodney Beckford 
Deacon Michel Hodge 
Sr Dorothy Hall, OP 
Lakia Lewis, Multimedia Director 
Paul Tchamambe, Trustee 
Michele Turnquest, Liturgy Chair 

Parish Representatives 
Deborah Garner, President 
Renell Grant, Vice President 
Carolyn McBain 
Frank Mendez 
Gwen Miller 
Paulette Nixon 
Harris Adolph 
Ron Lawson 
Sharon Barbour 
Christine Whelan, Secretary  

Guests 
Bishop Edmund Whalen 
Tanya Douglas, Social Justice 
Ministry Chair 
John Staton, Social Justice 
Ministry 
Br Tyrone Davis, Director of OBM 
& the Pierre Toussaint 
Scholarship Program of the 
Archdiocese of New York 

 
Absent were: 
Natalia Rodrigo, School Principal 
April Jeffries 
Annie Peña  
 

Meeting Summary 
 

● Introductions 
o Deborah welcomed our new pastor, Fr Klaver; our new parochial vicar, Fr Offor; and guests 

Bishop Whalen, Tanya Douglas, John Staton, and Br Tyrone Davis. 
o Renell welcomed the new Parish Council members Sharon Barbour and Michele Turnquest 
o All attendees introduced themselves. 

 
● Parish Council letter to the Archdiocese 

o Tanya and John summarized parishioners’ concerns regarding the leadership transitions in 2021 
and 2022, stating that the loss of four Black priests in 2021 and 2022 had a very significant 
impact on the parish.  Of particular concern were 1) the lack of transparency and timely 
communication on the decision-making process, especially in light of the current papal focus on 
Making All Things New and synodality, and 2) the parish having no permanent leadership for the 
month of July.  Tanya advised that parishioners saw these hurried and unexplained changes as 
insensitive to our needs as a predominantly Black congregation, reinforcing a perception that 
Catholic people of color “don’t matter.”  She expressed concern about future changes and 
proposed a solution in which the Parish Council would have ongoing conversations with the 
Bishop/Archdiocese. 
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o Bishop Whalen requested that others in the meeting offer their thoughts.  The following is a 
summary of remarks offered by Paulette, Deacon Hodge, Br Tyrone, Deacon Beckford, and 
Deacon Radcliffe. 

o Parishioners are concerned about losing the vibrant and effective, far-reaching culture of 
the parish.  What we have exists in very few places and is important to Black Catholics 
around the country, and gives life, energy, and strength to those facing challenges with 
racism from fellow Christians, Catholics, and clergy. 

o We have been blessed with very strong Black leaders.  Our parishioners depend on good 
priests like Msgr Harris, Fr Lucas, Fr Chisholm, and Fr Massingale. 

o St Charles is the leadership voice of the Catholic Church to Black Catholics and to the 
community, political leaders, the police, etc. 

o It is important to receive direct communications to avoid rumor-mongering.  We were 
not told of Fr Wiggins’s departure until the Sunday before he left, which also prevented 
Fr Klaver from informing his former parish in a timely manner.  Fr Wiggins’s new parish 
received the communication weeks before we did. 

o The Church is losing parishioners.  The Pew study found that Black Catholics leave the 
Church in much larger numbers than any other demographic group, and they do not join 
other Catholic parishes – they stop attending church or they join a religion where they 
find other people of color. 

o Bishop Whalen’s response 
o The Bishop expressed his appreciation for everyone’s honesty, and for the opportunity to 

experience the neighborhood and our worship in July.  He agreed that what happens at 
St Charles has a significant impact on the larger Church.  He also stated that there was no 
intent to show disrespect for the parish but agreed that synodality means walking 
together. 

o He offered the following explanations for the various transitions. 
▪ At the end of his term at St Charles, Fr Chisholm was chosen by his Jesuit 

Provincial to lead the tertianship program for the three provinces. 
▪ Fr Wiggins, while happy to accept the position at St Charles initially, grew in 

concern that he was not a good fit for the parish.  It was Fr Wiggins’s 
responsibility to communicate the news of his departure to the parish. 

▪ The Bishop had observed Fr Klaver’s great success in leading and unifying a very 
diverse parish in White Plains. 

▪ Fr Okeahialam was called home by his provincial; however, he is still in the U.S. 
and may not serve. 

▪ Fr Iroh is still in the U.S. but for personal reasons may not serve. 
o Tanya and John thanked the Bishop for his remarks, but indicated that the impression of 

disrespect may not be easily overcome.  Tanya suggested holding Town Halls to give all 
parishioners an opportunity to express their feelings. 

o Bishop Whalen advised that he is very open to speaking with anyone at any time.  He also 
advised that he is no longer allowing priests full latitude in deciding when to issue important 
communications to their parishioners, but insisting that they do it in a timely manner. 

o It was generally agreed that the deacons and nuns should be involved early when changes 
happen, to improve transparency and help with communications to the parish and the Cluster.  

o The Bishop also advised that, unfortunately, it is common to have staff shortages during the 
month of July due to vacations. 
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o Deborah and Fr Klaver will discuss publishing a statement about the content of today’s 
discussion. 

 
● Covid protocols for the Archdiocese 

o The Archdiocese, by necessity, reflects the civic law that Covid prevention measures are no long 
required.  However individual parishes may continue precautions as they see fit. 

o The Bishop advised that Masses and meetings should be in person and that hymnals may be 
passed out.  However, he recommends that parishes wait to reinstate Communion in both 
species for the time being. 

 
A 5-minute break was announced, and the guests left the meeting. 
 

● Annual calendar meeting (Michele) 
o All paperwork from the ministries has been collected, and all scheduling conflicts must be 

resolved by the ministries themselves by 9/28.  Once the calendar is set, it will be distributed to 
the parish. 

o Any paperwork submitted for the original June meeting date has been transferred forward, and 
can still be edited and updated. 

 
● Resurrection rectory basement (Deacon Radcliffe) 

o On 9/24 from 10AM-12PM, all contents of the basement will be discarded, except for the stove 
and two refrigerators.  If anyone has items stored in the basement that they wish to keep, they 
must be collected before 9/24.  Deacon asked for volunteers to help with the cleanout.  NOTE:  
The basement has been tested for asbestos, and there is none. 

o Carolyn asked that the trash in front of Resurrection be addressed; Deborah will speak with 
David and Madison, and Deacon Radcliffe will speak with Felipe, the school custodian.  
(Addressed by David Sorkin 9/19/22) 
 

● Lectors’ seating (Deacon Beckford) 
o Deacon will report on this after he’s discussed it with the Liturgy Committee. 

 
● Father Klaver’s installation (Fr Klaver) 

o Fr Klaver advised that the installation would involve many people (ministers of hospitality, the 
Parish Council, clergy, etc).  In attendance will be the Mill Hill Vicar General and Bishop Whalen, 
as well as some of Fr Klaver’s former parishioners. 

o A reception will follow in the auditorium. 
o Fr Klaver will discuss music selection with the Liturgy Committee. 
o The Parish Council officers will assign tasks to the various members. 

 
● St Charles Borromeo Feast Day (Deborah) 

o Please send any suggestions to Michele before the Liturgy Committee meeting this Wednesday, 
9/21. 

 
● Covid protocols at St Charles and Resurrection 

o Fr Klaver suggested masks be made optional, with no seating requirements, as allowed by the 
Archdiocese.  However, it was noted that all parishioners at St Charles have been wearing masks 
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voluntarily, and no visitor has objected to wearing a mask when asked.  Unmasked parishioners 
at Resurrection have been seated in the left side section with no objections.  It was suggested 
that we keep the current arrangement of seating those who do not wish to mask in the far left-
hand section of both spaces.  It was also commented that in public spaces like the subways, 
trains, airplanes, etc. masks are no longer required.  Fr Klaver has the authority to make the final 
decisions.  

o Sanitation of the spaces and temperature checks are discontinued. 
o Choir members must be vaccinated.  Booster shots are recommended. 

 
● Future Parish Council meetings 

o It was agreed that we would meet quarterly in person, and any additional emergency or 
Decision Point meetings would be conducted via Zoom. 

o To avoid conflicting with the holidays, the next meeting will be Sunday, 11/13 at 1:00 PM. 
 

● Fr Offor offered a closing prayer, and Deborah closed the meeting at 4:00 pm. 


