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Parish Council of St. Charles Borromeo, Resurrection, and All Saints 
 

Meeting Minutes:  Sunday, November 13, 2022 
1:30-4:00 PM 

 
President Deborah Garner called the meeting to order at 1:49, and Carolyn McBain opened with a prayer. 
 
Present were: 

Ex Officio 
Fr Willem Klaver, Pastor 
Fr Oliver Offor, Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Kenneth Radcliffe 
Deacon Rodney Beckford 
Sr Dorothy Hall, OP 
Lakia Lewis, Multimedia Director 
Paul Tchamambe, Trustee 
 

Parish Representatives 
Deborah Garner, President 
Renell Grant, Vice President 
Annie Peña 
April Jeffries 
Carolyn McBain 
Gwen Miller 
Michele Turnquest 
Paulette Nixon 
Ron Lawson 
Sharon Barbour 
Christine Whelan, Secretary  

 
Absent were: 
Fr Thomas Fenlon 
Deacon Michel Hodge 
Natalia Rodrigo, School Principal 
Frank Mendez (out of country) 
Harris Adolph 
  

Meeting Summary 
Evaluations 
● Installation of Fr Klaver 

o Fr Willem thanked all who participated in sharing their gifts to plan and celebrate his installation 
Mass.  He felt it was a fantastic, Spirit-filled event, and he shared that his visitors gave very 
positive feedback and felt warmly welcomed. 
 

● St Charles Feast Day Mass / Sign Me Up Sunday 
o It was agreed that attendance at both events was light and that we need to discuss ways to 

evangelize beyond the parish walls.  Suggestions included: 
▪ Adapting our methods to exploit the power of social media 
▪ More targeted communication (one-page flyers) to new parishioners who are not 

familiar with our traditional annual events 
▪ Perhaps the Feast Day should be separated from Sign Me Up Sunday.  Signups for 

ministries would be more logically held in summer/early fall, before the ministries 
are back in session 

▪ Everyone agreed they’d like to see increased participation by the schoolchildren 



 2 

− Rather than cancelling religious education on the Feast Day, a special class 
could be held 

− Now that the partnership schools are no longer under Archdiocesan control, 
and that schools are no longer led by religious, it is more difficult to 
communicate with school leadership.  Father Willem also advised that due to 
the abuse scandal, priests do not tend to visit the schools until specifically 
invited. 

▪ Frs Willem and Oliver intend to meet with school leadership and provide an update 
at our next meeting. 
 

Updates 
● Fr Benedict Ohanga Oduor, Mill Hill Missionary 

o Fr Benedict has arrived in New York (White Plains) and the Order is working to set up his 
logistics (Social Security number, etc).  Fr Willem anticipates he will join us in March 2023, 
after a few months’ language training in Spanish. 

 
● Resurrection Rectory and Basement Utilization 

o Fr Willem is looking, together with others, at various options to make optimum use of the 
Resurrection Rectory. The needs of the Parish will need to be taken into consideration. 

o Resurrection basement:  Sr Dorothy is investigating whether the basement can be used by 
the school, the food pantry, or both. 

▪ ACTION:  PLEASE LET FR WILLEM KNOW OF OTHER IDEAS. 
 

● St Charles Auditorium 
o The auditorium is being rented out now and is open for parish groups to book if desired.  It 

was pointed out that not everyone knows the auditorium is available, and also that many 
groups are not yet holding large events.  Deborah will ask Pam to publish a list of current 
events and available dates. 

 
New Business 
● Posting PC Members 

o Lakia has posted the Parish Council members at St Charles and Resurrection for the benefit 
of parishioners 

 
● Finance Report 

o Fr Willem and Paul reviewed the statement of revenues and expenditures.  Total surplus is 
down considerably from last fiscal year and also pre-pandemic.  Fr Willem is now publishing 
the results of the collection in the bulletin weekly, and the committee is reaching out to 
individual donors.  They are also considering other fund-raising ideas such as raffles and 
space rentals. 
 

● Central Harlem Cluster 
o Fr Willem advised that there are now North Manhattan and a South Manhattan Deaneries.  

The Central Harlem Cluster (including our parish) is under the North Manhattan Deanery. 
o Central Harlem Cluster Council met on November 12, including our parish representatives 

Tanya Douglas and Tim Taylor. 
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▪ We are now allowed to have a total of 5 representatives including youth 
representatives (14-18; 18+) and representatives from other language groups 
(Spanish and/or French).   

− ACTION:  PLEASE SEND RECOMMENDATIONS TO CHRIS, WHO WILL FORWARD 
THEM TO FR WILLEM. 

▪ Fr Willem is the Cluster Leader, and our clergy and sisters are also members. 
▪ The autumn Council meeting is scheduled for December 10.  One agenda topic is 

whether we will have a Revival in 2023. 
 

● Evangelization Suggestions: 
o To develop information packets for distribution to new housing developments in Harlem 

(Lakia/Maritza) 

o To develop welcome packets for newly registered parishioners (Lakia/Maritza) 

o Also need information for new Harlem residents.  Suggestions included bulk mailings and 
flyers in our church lobbies (in 2-3 languages)  

o Deacon Beckford will discuss techniques with Lakia.  Paul suggested forming a formal 
evangelization ministry, and Deb mentioned that Fr Fenlon is expert in this field and can 
advise us. 

 
● Parish Mission Statement/request for volunteers 

o Fr Willem would like to review and finalize the new mission statement for adoption by the 
Parish Council before publication. The old Mission Statement is still on the website. Anyone 
who is interested to have a final look at the mission statement, please, approach Deborah or 
Father Willem.  (See attached the current published statement, and the version created by 
the Council in August 2021) 

 
● Parish Council Christmas Party 

o All are invited along with their partners Saturday, December 17 at 1:00 PM 
o Catering donation is $20 per member – please give to Deacon Beckford, who will arrange the 

catering. 
 

● Optional Mask Guidelines 
o Fr Willem and Deborah reminded everyone that the Council should speak as one voice when 

decisions are made.  Please review this guidance for discussion with parishioners: 
“To wear a mask in church is optional.  Parishioners need to be reminded and encouraged to 
get vaccinated by receiving one updated Pfizer or Moderna (bivalent) booster.  All visitors to 
our Churches from Foreign Countries are already required for entry into the United States to 
be vaccinated.  CDC also recommends getting vaccinated against influenza to help reduce 
the risk of serious illness or hospitalization.”  

o Chris shared a report from one of our ushers that some parishioners are uncomfortable 
attending Mass with the relaxed guidelines.  Fr Willem asked that those parishioners speak 
with him directly, and that they can be advised to change seats or attend the less-attended 
Masses. 

o Fr Willem also reported that there has been a request for receiving Holy Communion on the 
tongue. This is also not being encouraged given the risk of transmission. Likewise it is 
unlikely that in the foreseeable future we will return to sharing the cup.   
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● Other business 

o Carolyn requested guidelines for the Parish Council, including how members are nominated.  
Deborah will renew her effort to find them. 
 

● The next meeting will take place in February (date TBD) 
 

● Fr Offor offered a closing prayer, and Deborah closed the meeting at 4:00 pm. 


